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NFLers Louis Murphy
And Cornell Green
Come Home To
Direct 2nd Annual
Football Camp

Louis Murphy

ST. PETERSBURG - Friday
and Saturday, July 10 and 11, two
pro football players return to St.
Petersburg to host the 2nd Annual
Football Camp by Florida Elite
Workout, Inc. at Lakewood High
School.
Former BCS Champion
Florida Gator, Louis Murphy, who
was drafted this year to the
Oakland Raiders and Cornell
Green, a Raiders’ Offensive
Tackle met this year on the field
and discovered that both played
years earlier for the same high
school.
Murphy, number 18, was
recruited to play Wide Receiver
for the Raiders. Green, a 9-year
NFLveteran, played the Offensive
Tackle position with the Raiders
for the past three years. The two
are teaming up to host a free
football clinic for players ages 818 at their alma mater Lakewood
High School.
“The purpose of the camp is to
give youth in south St. Petersburg
an opportunity to learn not only
football skills, but team work,
integrity and academic excellence,” says Chiriga Murphy,
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Cornell Green

Louis Murphy’s older sister.
The day’s activities, which
will be lead by Florida Elite
Workout, will include warm up,
agility drills, and offensive and
defensive fundamentals broken
down by position. The camp will
conclude with a seven-on-seven
competition. Lunch and camp
shirts will be provided for all participants. Louis, Cornell, and other
NFL guests will be available for
photos and autographs at 1 p.m.
2nd Annual Football Camp
Schedule: All Advanced High
School Athletes-Lunch will be
provided Friday, July 10, Check
In 8:30 a.m.; Camp time - 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Maximum of camp is 100
athletes. Lakewood High School
1400 54th Ave. S.
All Youth football athletes
ages 8-14, Saturday, July 11,
Check in - 8:30 a.m. Camp time:
9:00 a.m. to noon. Maximum of
camp is 250 athletes. Lakewood
High School 1400 54th Ave. S.
**P re -R e g i s t rat i o n i s
required. Please visit www.eliteworkout.net to sign up. Deadline is
July 6.
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White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON (NNPA) – U. S.
Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.),
chairwoman of the Congressional
Black Caucus, is pressing the
White House and the president’s
cabinet on the apparent void in
federal government advertising in
black-owned newspapers and
radio.
CBC spokesman Jioni Palmer
this week says the CBC anticipates

more exchange on the issue in
coming weeks as all White House
cabinet secretaries have been sent
copies of CBC letters on the issue.
The dialog started April 23
when National Newspaper
Publishers Association Chairman
John B. Smith, Sr. sent a letter to
White House Chief of Staff Rahm
Emmanuel; President Obama’s
Special Advisor Valerie Jarrett,
and Lee. Smith’s letter asked why
the Black Press is not benefitting
from economic stimulus dollars to

U. S. Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.)

help disseminate information to
the Black community on how to
apply for and use the $787 billion
in economic stimulus money.
A story, partially prompted by
the letter, was written by
Wilmington Journal reporter Cash
Michaels and syndicated by the
NNPA News Service on April 27.
Lee then followed up with a
May 13 letter to Vice President
Joseph Biden, who oversees
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, the formal

name for the president’s stimulus
activity. Lee followed up with
another letter to Timothy
Geithner, secretary of the U. S.
Treasury. Both letters were
released to the NNPA News
Service this week.
“We write to bring to your
attention the general concern
among African-American newspapers and radio station owners

NNPA

continued on pg. 9

Juneteenth On Saturday! Celebrate Freedom
BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
EDITOR
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Juneteenth supporter, Shurtunda Duffie, enjoying annual
cruise organized to raise funds for upcoming event

ST. PETERSBURG – Faye
Dowdell, coordinator for the
annual Juneteenth celebration is
gearing up for the event even
though due to the stagnant
economy some of the funds she
depended on in the past are not
forthcoming.
“We have received so much
and the donations continue to
come in for Saturday’s event so I
am not discouraged,” she shared.
She said she and others that
work on the Juneteenth
committee often have to come
up with creative ways to raise
money and to attract the
attention of corporations.
“Every year we sponsor a
cruise which has turned out to be
our biggest fundraiser. The
cruise is a lot of fun and open to
everyone,” said Dowdell.

Dowdell’s enthusiasm is
over shadowed only by her
passion as she shares why the
Juneteenth celebration is so
important to the community.
“Juneteenth isn’t just a
party,” said Dowdell, “it is a
major historical event that
changed the lives of so many.
Slavery was horrible to say the
least, so when we come
together to celebrate Juneteenth
we are standing on the
shoulders of many who did not
make it. We must recognize the
significance.”
Communication in the
African-American community
has not always been as easy as it
is today. In fact, back a couple of
hundred years ago blacks were
not allowed to share information
or talk with people from other

J UNE TEENTH
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Desni and Bob Crock want
their 2 year old daughter Bridget to
have everything she needs to fight
the rare cancer that’s attacking her
lung, but they find themselves
fighting a second battle at the same
time — a battle to survive financially because of soaring health
care costs.
The Marietta, Ohio, couple
knew Bridget was very sick when
they took her to the doctor one
morning in March 2007. Her temperature was high and her
breathing had become labored.
Still, colds and infections were
common for Bridget, and the
Crocks expected to be back home
in an hour or two armed with an
antibiotic and a doctor’s assurance
she would be fine in a few days.
But a quick x-ray showed
trouble, and the local hospital recommended she be transferred
immediately to a children’s center
i n Wes t Virginia. There, the
Crocks’ concern turned to panic
when a cyst was discovered in
Bridget’s lung. Bridget was eventually diagnosed with pleuropulmonary blastoma, a form of cancer
so rare it affects only 10 to 20
children in all of North America
each year.

The Crocks were devastated,
but they found solace in two pieces
of good news. First, the cancer
hadn’t had time to spread to other
parts of her body.
Second, by what seemed to be
a miraculous coincidence, one of
the few oncologists in the country
to have successfully treated other
children with this type of cancer
was on staff at that children’s
center. Bridget’s parents took great
comfort in knowing that she was in
the hands of one of the most experienced physicians available.
But that care is coming at a
high price in just the first two
months of treatment, bills
exce eded $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 . B o b h as
insurance through his employer,
but it is only covering 60 percent
of Bridget’s expenses.
That’s because the children’s
center is not in the insurance
company’s “network,’’ the group
of hospitals with which it has
negotiated to provide services at a
set price. The Crocks could have
chosen an “in-network’’ hospital in
Columbus or Cleveland, but those
facilities are much further away—
two and a half to three and a half
hours by car. Even more importantly to the Crocks, they don’t
have physicians who have the
same level of expertise with
Bridget’s rare cancer. The Crocks
feel they don’t have any choice but

to have Bridget continue treatment
with her current doctor.
But to the insurance carrier,
the Crocks do have a choice. The
circumstance doesn’t meet the
company’s definition of a “forced
care provider,’’ which applies only
when a patient receives emergency
treatment. As a result, the
company is paying a lower percentage of the bills, and for the
first round of treatment the
Crocks’ share was $14,000.
Desni said they would pay
whatever it takes to save Bridget’s
life, but she can’t help but feel the
insurance company should make
an exception in how it reimburses
costs in these types of cases, especially when they involve a child.
“With children, there
shouldn’t be a limit to which
doctor you could go,’’ she says.
Desni has had to give up her job as
a real estate agent to care for
Bri d g et , wh o reg u l arl y m u s t
undergo chemotherapy and often
has to stay in the hospital when she
isn’t feeling well, and also needs to
avoid the common cold and infections that might come with group
child care.
Bob, a salesperson and a parttime musician, has had to work
extra hours, evenings and
weekends trying to make up for
the loss of income. But there are
only so many hours in a day—

especially on the days that also
require the long commute back
and forth to Bridget’s hospital,
which is about an hour and a half
from their home. Years of monthly
medical payments will certainly be
a burden on this young family’s
budget.
But they’re determined to go
on as best they can, knowing they
can’t be concerned about finances
for the sake of their daughter.
Bridget is an Irish name which
means “strength,’’ and the Crocks
say their daughter has shown a lot
of it as she’s battled her illness.
Her parents just want to do their
part.
The children’s health care
system in the United States should
not force families onto the brink of
financial ruin when they are faced
with a child’s life threatening
illness.
The public health insurance
option currently being considered
by Congress is what this family
needs. The Crocks should
have comprehensive, affordable
coverage for their child that will
allow them access to specialized
treatments when they are needed.
A strong public health
insurance option would do just
that. Then families like the Crocks
could focus their energy on the
fight that really matters.

He built America
from the ground up with a few
tools, his bare hands and by the
sweat of his brow. While doing so,
h e w as r epeatedly whipped,
lynched, falsely accused and
castrated.
E v e n n o w, h e b r a v e s
America’s streets despite the fact
that he is more often stopped, brutalized or shot by police, blamed
for crimes he did not commit, and
incarcerated at astronomical rates.
He even dies earlier of natural
causes than any other racial group
in America – a statistic that some
doctors speculate is partially due
to the every day stresses of his
race.
W h e t h e r h e ’s w e a r i n g a
necktie, a uniform, coveralls, or
jeans, he braves the streets of
America when he goes to work –
or even to look for work. Most of
the time, he makes it home. But,
all too often he’s fallen victim to
this historic, undeclared war on
black males.

Still, he dares to believe in a
nation where his unemployment
rate exceeds all others – not just
because of the economic downturn
– but because of a history of race
discrimination that has pressed
him to rock bottom.
His post traumatic stress is not
from Iraq or Afghanistan, but from
a lifetime of scaling the dangerous
mine fields of American society.
This is about Joe Blow and John
Qshon Citizen. One might call him
“the average black man”. But,
given the list of daily atrocities he
faces in this nation, there is
actually no “average” black man.
Rather, this is about “The Black
Man – An American Hero”.
Despite the odds against him, he
has exceeded every bar that has
ever been set.
What is an “American hero”?
Traditionally, the American
hero is deemed as a Super Man
type, someone with exceptional
courage who performs a one-time
gallant deed or a long term public
service that warrants celebrity and
perhaps even a medal. But, for the
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black man, he is a quiet American
hero, unsung, even unsuspecting,
deserving of respect simply for the
risks he takes every day.
The family of 25-year-old
black police officer Omar Edwards
is familiar with this gallantry as
they grieve their husband and
father of 18-month-old and 7month old children. Struck down
in a hail of bullets from a white
police officer who mistakenly
thought him to be a criminal, Omar
is an American hero.
The family of 38-year-old
Stephen T. Johns also knows.
When this husband and father of
an 11 year old son, fallen by the
bullet of a hate-crazed white
supremacist at the Holocaust
Museum, it was yet another shot
that was “heard around the world”.
“Big John” – as they called him - is
indeed an American Hero.
From coast to coast they have
fallen. Among them, Sean Bell, 23,
of New York; Oscar Grant III, 22,
o f S an F ran ci s co ; DeAu n t a e
“Tae Tae” Farrow, 12, of West
Memphis, Ark.; and Martin Lee
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Bridget’s Battle
BY MARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST
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Anderson, 14, of Bay Country, FL.
They are among the sons and
fathers who were all too early
struck down amidst injustice. Not
to mention the thousands of black
men who have died at the hands of
other black men – a dubious
“friendly fire” if you will.
Unlike other wars, there is no
flag-draped casket or playing of
“Taps”. Yet, the grieving hearts of
loved ones are no less painful; the
tears are no less real. And
moreover the fortitude he
displayed in having fought against
the odds is no less worthy of
honor.
The black man – an American
hero, we all know one as he
refuses to cower. His swagger is
emboldened as he defies statistics
that constantly predict his demise.
He daily swims upstream in the
murky, unpredictable waters,
daring to believe in himself and in
the power of his God. Despite the
memories of his fallen brothers, he
presses on for respect. And on
Father’s Day, we salute him for his
raw courage.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Julius Forte, Athlete
Of The Year Chooses USF

Scholarship recipient, Julius Forte with parents Calvin and Sofia

By Blanche L. Ganey
ST. PETERSBURG – Julius
Forte, 18, dreams of high
scoring, fast-paced games
played in front of thousands. In
a few weeks Forte’s dreams
become reality when he takes to
the football field at the
University of South Florida.
“Julius is a special kid,” said
grandmother, Betty Hayward,
“and not because he’s my
grandson but because he’s
always been able to stay
focused regardless of what’s
going on.”
Staying focused enough to
achieve and maintain a strong
3.4 GPA at Boca Ciega and
garner respect from peers and
faculty is part of the charm of
this 6’3” 245 lb academic who
just happens to play a strong
position as forward and center
on the basketball court when
he’s not achieving competitive
stats as a defensive end on the
football field.
“I’m used to playing a lot of
sports because of my mom,”
said Forte. “My mom had me
and my sister, Dominique on the
swim team and tennis court
when we were little kids. I
boxed for a while and even did a
little golfing with my dad.
Mom told me to keep trying my
hand at different sports until I
found something that fit.”
Young Forte found his fit on
the Boca Ciega football field
with 95 tackles, 14 sacks, 34

tackles for loss, four forced
fumbles, 2 recovers, an interception and a touchdown.
Sofia Forte, Julia’s mother,
is a former FAMU basketball
player who, along with her
father McKinley Hayward, has
never missed any of his games.
Calvin Forte, Julius’ dad played
an impressive game of football
at FAMU and also follows his
sons career.
“We go where he goes,”
said his mother. “We don’t ever
want him to look up in the
stands and not see one of us.”
According to Julius football
has been a part of his life since
he was 5 when he played for the
Gibbs Jr. Gladiators. Later he
moved on to the St. Pete Little
Green Devils under the
watchful eye of his grandfather,
Coach McKinley Hayward,
who has been part of the little
league organization for over 33
years. Coach Hayward hopes to
see the kind of success in his
grandson, seen in other young
men he coached, who has gone
on to play for the NFL.
“It’s nice to look up and see
Darren
Howard
of
the
Philadelphia Eagles, Andre Hall
of the Denver Broncos or Chris
Davis of the Tennessee Titans,
who were once a part of the St.
Pete Green Devil squad, come
back to a St. Pete Green Devil
practice to inspire the young
guys on the team. I worked with
these young men and many

others over the years. All might
not make it to the NFL as these
guys have, but we try to make a
difference in all of their lives,”
said 71 year old Hayward.
Julius already inspires
people in his sphere of
influence. At graduation he was
surprised when his name was
called to receive the principal’s
Blue & Gold Leadership award.
“I had no idea they called my
name,” he said smiling, “my
buddy had to nudge me to go up
and accept the award.”
According to Boca Ciega’s
Principal, Paula-Gene Nelson,
Julius was recognized for his
good grades, great attitude and
outstanding leadership ability.
The athlete of the year accolade
was also given to Forte.
Richard Prince, Forte’s best
friend for over 10 years,
accepted a basketball scholarship at Lincoln Memorial in
Tennessee.
“I hate we’re going in
different directions but Richard
is just as focused as I am so I
know he’ll be fine,” he said.
Forte definitely had a choice
about the direction he would
take. He was offered 17 full
scholarships but decided on
USF.
“USF appealed to me
because of the support and
concern offered to incoming
freshmen. I want to be the best
I can on and off the field,” he
shared.

Jimmy Baxter’s Family Fun Day
PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

The first annual Jimmy
Baxter Fun Day will be held on
June 21, at the Campbell Park
Pool, from 1-5 p.m. There will be

free food and drinks and door
prizes. Also kids will be able to get
free hair cuts at this community
event. Solomon Joness of the
Atlanta Hawks will make a
special appereance.

end after initial treatment. Breast
cancer survivors are at the greatest
risk of their cancer returning,
called a recurrence, within the first
five years after completing
treatment.
The Many Faces of Breast
Cancer seeks to educate women
about their risks and provide information and support to the growing
community of breast cancer
survivors. An engaging panel of
leading medical experts will
address a range of survivorship
issues including psychosocial
needs, nutrition and diet, recurrence
and the latest treatment research.
Medical experts scheduled to speak
at the event include:
Jose Alemar, M.D., Medical

ST. PETERSBURG Stephanie Nicole Williams,
daughter of Clyde and Faith,
accepted membership in The
National Society of Collegiate
Scholars (NSCS). She will be
honored during an Induction
Convocation this fall on the
ca m p u s o f F l o r i d a S t a t e
University.
NSCS is a member of the
Association of College Honor
Societies and is the nation’s
only interdisciplinary honors
organization for first- and
second-year college students.
Membership is by invitation
only, based on grade point
average and class standing.
“NSCS is more than just a
symbol of academic achievement,” said Stephen E. Loflin,
NSCS executive director.
“Membership gives students
access to a number of amazing
benefits, including career and
networking resources, scholarships, travel, and service
projects both on campus and in
the community.”

Oncologist/Hematologist,
Gulfcoast Oncology Associates
Don Luong, M.D., Medical
Oncologist/Hematologist,
Gulfcoast Oncology Associates
Nuruddin Jooma, M.D.,
M.P.H., Medical Oncologist/
Hematologist, Gulfcoast Oncology
Associates Patricia Skiendziel,
RD, LD/N, Nutritionist.
The event will be held
Thursday, June 25, 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. (Registration begins at 5
p.m.) at Gulfcoast Oncology
Associates, 100 Highland Ave.
Largo. Admission, refreshments
and parking are free. RSVP: To
register, call 1-888-866-0644 or
email: ManyFacesGulfCoast@
zenogroupevents.com.

Stephanie Nicole Williams

Stephanie is a sophomore
at Florida State University and
a member of Women in Math,
Science, and Engineering
Program (WIMSE), The
Florida State University MultiCultural Association of PreMedical Students (MAPS),
and Phi Eta Sigma National

Honor Society. This achieved
honor student has attained the
academic achievements of
President’s and Dean’s Lists.
For more information
about The National Society of
Collegiate Scholars, please call
202-265-9000 or visit NSCS’
website at www.nscs.org.

Sunday Hours At St. Petersburg
Public Library Branches

ST.
PETERSBURG
Temporary Sunday service hours
are now available at both the
city’s North Branch Library, 861
70th Ave. N., and South Branch
Library, 2300 Roy Hanna Dr. S.

(aka 62nd Ave. S.). Now that St.
Petersburg’s Main Library is
undergoing renovations, the staff
has been relocated to branches
and both North and South
Branch will be open on Sundays

from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. until the
main library reopens in early fall.
For more detailed information
about branch hours, visit the
St. Petersburg public library
website, www.splibraries.org.

Jonathan Anderson Ministries
is proud to present

Jonathan
Anderson’s
First Book
“It Is Finished!”
To order online, go to
www.jonathananderson.org

Please bring your kids out to
t h i s ev en t . R em em b er t h at
parental involvment will be
greatly appreciated during this
community gathering.

Event In The Gulf Coast Area
Addresses Breast Cancer
Survivors Needs

The first Many Faces of
Breast Cancer event in the Gulf
Coast area, a national program
educating and celebrating breast
cancer survivors, will be hosted
by the Gulfcoast Cancer Center of
Largo and AstraZeneca, in partnership with the American Cancer
Society, the Gulfcoast Oncology
Foundation and the Celma Mastry
Ovarian Cancer Foundation.
With national focus on early
detection and supporting women
through diagnosis, there has been
little support for the nearly 2.5
million women in the U.S. who
today call themselves breast
cancer survivors. The battle
against breast cancer is rife with
obstacles, and the fight doesn’t

The National Society Of
Collegiate Scholars Welcomes
Stephanie Nicole Williams

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jonathan
Anderson is privileged to serve as the
Senior Pastor of Souls Harvest
Fellowship in St. Petersburg and is
poised to lead a spiritual revival with
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Pastor
Anderson is pleased to be married to
the beautiful Kimberly D. Anderson
and together they enjoy raising their
four doting children and future leaders in the Kingdom of God.

“It is Finished! Discovering the Good News
behind the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
This dynamic new offering explains the tremendous
blessings that are included with salvation through
Jesus Christ. Readers will learn how to receive and
walk in every blessing God has already provided.

For More Information, Contact
Jonathan Anderson Ministries, Inc.
2361 7th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
www.jonathananderson.org

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
Dr. Deborah C. Flanagan

Your
Family
Vision
Center

Optometric Physician

SUMMER SPECIALS
Student Eye Exam $65
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

1 FREE Box of ACUVUE
Contact Lenses with purchase of Exam and Fitting.
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

$99 2 Pair of Eyeglasses

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

SINGLE VISION, PLASTIC LENSES & FRAMES.
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

Conveniently Located
3160 - 5th Avenue North, Suite 107

727-321-6600
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Gantt
Report
THE

BY LUCIUS GANTT

I would like to buy two season tickets to
see the National Football League’s
Jacksonville Jaguars this fall……..if they
sign former Atlanta Falcon QB Michael
Vick.
Vick, nearing the end of his federal jail
sentence for “dog fighting”, is now
available to sign with any team, anywhere.
Vick has paid his dues, served his time,
apologized for his past actions with animals
and now should be allowed to live his life.
For the record, I and most people, love
animals that love us back, guard our houses
and protect us from assumed dangers. But
we have no love for dogs that bite and dogs
that attack, especially the two-legged dogs
in African-American and world black
history that enjoyed “sicking” police dogs
and attack dogs on innocent, harmless
women and children.
Only a racist could forget how dogs
were used against blacks during the civil
rights movements. Dogs were used against
blacks in world colonial conquests and
today, ordered to track down, attack and
bite sometimes innocent people.
Anyway, Vick would be perfect for the
Jacksonville football team. J’ville is a predominately black city with a team that has a
history of successful black quarterbacks.
Jacksonville has a strong running game, fair
receivers and a decent defense similar to
Vick’s old team in Atlanta.
There are 32 teams in the NFL and

nearly 100 quarterbacks on those team’s
roster. Without exaggerating, I would
imagine that over 90% of NFL quarterbacks
are slower than Vick, weaker than Vick, less
experienced than Vick, hold fewer NFL
records than Vick, won fewer games than
Vick and have been to the NFL Pro Bowl
fewer times than Vick.
In the Michael Vick pro football
scenario, money is the issue as it is in everything else American. The evil wings of
PETA and the Humane Society want to
foster hate against Vick and use the past
activities of Vick to generate revenue today
instead of doing good things for animals
and animal lovers. And, Vick doesn’t have
any money to pay his bills and feed his
family.
Vick is the most exciting football player
in the world (I hope he still is) and wherever
he goes to play, I’m going to go and watch
him. On the day he takes the field, the
stadium will be filled and the viewers at
home will be watching the Vick comeback
game not on the woeful Atlanta team that
gave him up for a rookie and a dream.
I hope Vick signs with Jacksonville or
some other Florida team. At least the game
I want to see will be in driving distance.
(Gantt’s new book Beast Too: Dead
Man Writing has several chapters about
what happened to MV. Visit www.allworldconsultants.net to purchase or to find out
more about Lucius Gantt)

Free Family-Oriented
Community Event

The League of Faith
Coalition is pleased to announce
a FREE family-oriented
community event to raise funds
for the “Save Our Children”
Project at Bethel Community
Baptist Church, 2901 54th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg.
The “Save Our Children” Project
is an outreach inner-city effort
designed to provide meaningful
programs stressing education,
athletics and spiritual growth to
the youth in our community.
The current “Save Our
Children” project focuses on
raising funds for a state-of-theart community basketball

complex to be located at Bethel
Community Baptist Church. For
this fundraising kickoff, the
League of Faith Coalition is
hosting SummerFest ‘09 at
Bethel Community Baptist
Church on June 20th from 12:00
noon to 6:00 p.m. to promote
community awareness.
SummerFest ‘09 will feature
uplifting musical performances,
great local food, children’s activities, day-long raffles, free health
screenings, a farmer’s market
and local vendors offering
special products and pricing.
This event is a great opportunity
to share a fun-filled day of

family entertainment and
support a worthwhile
community endeavor geared at
making our neighborhoods a
safer place.
Bring your chairs or blankets
and spend the afternoon with
your friends and neighbors.
Imagine … A community for our
children that is free of fear or
violence! Your support of the
“Save Our Children” project is a
first step toward making this a
reality. Together, we can make
this happen!
For more information,
contact Project Director, Sam
Martin at (727) 434-3718.

Apply Online For Community
Education Grants

PINELLAS - Community
members who want to make a
positive impact on the water
resources in their area may
apply online for a Community
Education Grant from the
S o u t h w e s t F l o r i d a Wa t e r
Management District.
The goal of the District’s
Community Education Grant
program is to actively engage
adults in water-related issues
pertaining to conservation, protec t i o n a n d p r e s e r v a t i o n .
Funded by the District’s Basin
Boards, the program is intended
to motivate communities to get
involved in watershed protection through various activities
and educational formats. Grant

recipients may receive up to
$5,000 to help fund their water
resources education projects.
To apply, visit the District’s
web site at WaterMatters.org/
communitygrants. The electronic application allows applicants
to save, review and change
portions of their proposal before
submitting. Grant applications
are due Aug. 21.
Individuals interested in
organizing an education project
for their neighborhood,
community group or members
of the general public are encouraged to apply.
Potential projects should
provide education on any or all
of the following issues: water

quality, water conservation,
fl o o d p r o t e c t i o n , n a t u r a l
systems and watersheds.
Ex a m p l e s o f p a s t p r o j e c t s
in c l u d e s t o r m w a t e r p o n d
restorations, cleanups,
watershed education fairs and
showerhead exchange
programs. The projects must
take place between March 1 and
July 31, 2010.
To discuss project ideas,
please call Robin Grantham at
1-800-423-1476, ext. 4779.
In addition to grant funding,
a variety of free materials are
available and can be ordered on
the District’s web site at
WaterMatters.org/publications/.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The purpose of this notice is to provide a
summary of the City of St. Petersburg’s proposed FY
2009/10 Consolidated Plan programs and to inform
all interested parties about opportunities to review
and comment on the proposed plan.
The City of St. Petersburg anticipates receiving
federal funding in FY 2009/10 under the Community
Development Block Grant ($2,221,021), Emergency
Shelter Grant ($98,091), and Home Investment
Partnership ($1,398,298) grant programs. It is
estimated that $400,000 in program income will be
generated. In addition, the City will allocate $50,000
from the City’s Housing Capital Project Fund (HCIP)
balance and $345,000 from the General Fund (GF).
It is also estimated that $200,000 in SHIP program
income will be generated. The priority needs to be
addressed and the projects to be funded from the
above resources are as follows.
PRIORITY NEED: PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE
HOUSING AND SERVICES FOR HOMELESS AND
SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS.
• ASAP Homeless Services: CDBG $55,000 /
ESG $10,000
Operating support for the homeless facility at
423 – 437 Eleventh Avenue South, which will provide
38 emergency shelter beds, serving 68 persons
during the fiscal year, and drop-in services to 648
homeless and lower income persons during the
fiscal year.
• Boley Centers Safe Haven: CDBG $55,000
Match for operating expenses of a safe haven for
28 homeless persons located at 555 31st Street
South.
• Boley Centers Tenant-Based Rental Assistance
(TBRA) Program: HOME $346,900
Housing vouchers for a minimum of 40 individuals who are homeless or have HIV. This project will
assist individuals with incomes at or below 60% of
the median family income (MFI) for the area.
• Catholic Charities: CDBG $71,186
Provide funds to replace the roof on the facility
where agency will provide services to 1,517 persons.
• CASA: CDBG $21,000 / ESG $20,000
Operating support for emergency shelter for 231
persons.
• PARC: CDBG $40,917
Provide funds to rehabilitate the facility at 3190
75th Street North where agency will provide services
to 38 persons.
• PARC: CDBG $49,815
Provide funds to rehabilitate the facility at 3100
75th Street North where agency will provide services
to 12 persons.

• Personal Enrichment through Mental Health
Services: CDBG $32,925
Provide funds to construct a new entry vestibule
for security purposes at 401 16th Street North where
agency will provide services to 1,800 persons.
• Pinellas Opportunity Council: CDBG $20,703
Provide funding to assist 30 elderly persons with
house cleaning and yard work.
• St. Vincent DePaul Comfort Stations: CDBG
$60,000
Provide funding for the installation of two
exterior comfort stations to serve 2,500 homeless
persons.
• St. Vincent dePaul Food Center: CDBG
$50,000
Purchase food for the food kitchen at 401 15th
Street North, which will serve meals to 1,675
persons during the fiscal year.
• 211 Tampa Bay Cares Community Voice Mail:
CDBG $20,000
Operating funds to continue a voice mail system
serving 235 homeless and lower income persons.
• 211 Tampa Bay Cares TBIN: CDBG $30,000
Operating support for the TBIN Information
Network.
• 211 Tampa Bay Cares Referral Service: CDBG
$5,000
Reimburse referral service per call for assistance
provided to 625 homeless persons.
• Westcare Inebriate Center: CDBG $60,983 /
ESG $12,500
Reimburse cost of utilities and rehabilitation for
the facility at 1801 Fifth Avenue North, which will
serve 1,184 homeless persons.
• Westcare Mustard Seed Inn: CDBG $ 49,934 /
ESG $20,686
Reimburse cost of utilities and rehabilitation for
the facility at 2510 Central Avenue, which will serve
126 homeless persons.
• YWCA of Tampa Bay: CDBG $37,500 /
ESG $30,000
Operating support for the shelter at 429 Sixth
Avenue South, which includes eight units for
emergency shelter and eight units for transitional
housing.
PRIORITY NEED: PROVIDE AND SUSTAIN
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPPORTUNIES FOR
PERSONS AND HOUSEHOLDS AT OR BELOW 150%
OF AREA MEDIAN INCOME.
• Affordable Multi-Family Rental Housing
Development Program: HOME $15,404
Funding for rehabilitation and/or new construction of affordable multi-family rental projects

• Rehabilitation Assistance Program (RAP):
HOME $592,424
Ten rehabilitation loans to very low and lowincome homeowners to carry out substantial renovations to correct code violations and provide general
renovation of the housing stock.
• Hurricane Hardening: SHIP $68,000
Five loans to very low and low-income homeowners to make their homes wind resistant.
• Homeownership Counseling/Foreclosure
Prevention Counseling: SHIP $70,000
Funding to reimburse qualified agencies for
services such as pre- and post-purchase homebuyer
training/counseling and foreclosure prevention counseling.
• Foreclosure Prevention Program: SHIP
$22,500
Provide loans for a term of five years to homeowners that have been victimized by a predatory
lender or contractor, and have exhausted all opportunities to refinance their home through standard
lending institutions.
• Community Housing Development
Organizations (CHDOs): HOME $1,402,866
Provide mandated funding to enable CHDOs to
own, sponsor or develop affordable homes or apartments. Homes for Independence (HFI) will purchase
and renovate 3 condos with $321,000. Pinellas
Affordable Living (PAL) will develop 28 units with
$481,866 and St. Petersburg Neighborhood Housing
Services (NHS) will construct four homes for
low/mod households with $600,000.
PRIORITY NEED: PROVIDE AND ENHANCE
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITES.
• Boley Centers Youthbuild Program: CDBG
$25,000
Provide operating support for a job training and
education program for 20 youth from ages 16-24.
• Community Action Stops Abuse-Thrift Store:
CDBG $50,000
Provide funds to rehabilitate the facility at 1011
First Avenue North which will provide services to 660
persons.
• Jordan School Renovation: CDBG $558,058
Provide second year of pre-award for the
continued construction of Jordan School.
• New Frontiers: CDBG $13,000
Operating funds for the facility at 440 Tenth
Avenue South, which provides aftercare and support
services for 174 persons recovering from drug
addiction and alcoholism.

PROGRAM SUPPORT ACTIVITIES
• CHDO Operations: HOME $68,461
Provide $20,800 operating support to Pinellas
Affordable Living, Inc., $24,000 for Homes for
Independence, Inc. and $23,661 for Mt. Zion Human
Services, Inc.
• TBRA Voucher Program Administration: HOME
$10,000
Admin. fee of $400 per voucher for each of the
40 TBRA vouchers administered by Boley Centers.
• Legal Administration: HCIP $50,000
Administrative funding of a legal staff person to
resolve departmental legal action cases.
• Program Delivery Costs: CDBG $420,000 /
HOME $45,000 / SHIP $30,000
Operating expenses to implement the City’s
housing programs.
• Administration: CDBG $460,000; HOME
$143,330; ESG $4,905; SHIP $9,500; Gen Fund
$345,000
Administrative and planning expenses for the
oversight, administration, and monitoring of the
programs.
• Section 108 Loan Repayment: CDBG
$300,000
Payment on a bond obligation that repaid the
City’s $4 million Section 108 loan received for the
redevelopment of the Dome Industrial Park Pilot
Project.
A copy of the proposed Annual Action Plan will
be available for review at the following locations:
• City Hall Action Center: 175 Fifth Street North
• Main Library: 3745 Ninth Avenue North
• Westside Branch: 750 66th Street North
• Johnson Branch: 1059 18th Avenue South
• Mirror Lake Branch: 280 Fifth Street North
• North Branch: 861 70th Avenue North
• South Branch: 1201 Country Club Way South
• City’s Website: http://www.stpete.org/house.htm
Comments on the draft plan and amendments
may be submitted in writing to the City’s Housing
and Community Development Department, P.O. Box
2842, St. Petersburg, Florida 33731 until July 21,
2009. On July 23, 2009 beginning on or about 6:00
PM, City Council will hold a public hearing at City Hall
(175 Fifth Street North) to receive comments on the
plan. Interested parties are invited to attend.
Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable
accommodations under the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, please contact the City
Clerk, 893-7202, or call our TDD number, 892-5259,
at least 24 hours prior to the proceedings.
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Soulful Arts Academy Fundraiser
Hopes To Keep Doors Opened

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

ST. PETERSBURG The sounds of young
dancers at the Soulful
Arts Dance Academy
(SADA), is in danger of
be i n g s ilenced as
the economic crunch
threatens the existence
of the renowned studio.
To address this urgent
situation SADA is
having a major fundraiser, “Family Fun Day
Jamboree”, June 27,
an d is hopef ul th e
community will support
their cause.
SADA received support from
the MLK Business District, On
Point Apparel, TASCO, and the
St.
Petersburg
Business
Assistance Center (BAC). “I
didn’t realize help was available,”
said Charlotte J. Quandt, administrative director at SADA. She
noted that the assistance received,
from Tracy Smith, counselor at
the BAC, was invaluable
regarding the obtaining of
permits, zoning issues, and for
providing additional contact information. She also credits Robert

Young dancers at the Soulful Arts Dance Academy

Swartz, SCORE counselor at the
BAC for advising them about
what type of fundraiser would be
the most successful, and he also
reviewed their budget to ascertain
what could possibly be cut.
It has been reported that the
Soulful Arts Dance Academy has
only $11,000.00 in the bank with a
looming $6100.00 monthly
mortgage payment. Even though
Quandt feels the studio will be
okay through the summer, she’s
still worried about “sustainability
for the future”. Everyone involved
with the studio has embarked on
major fundraiser efforts that

include increased grant writing
and car washes. Even the young
dancers have even begun a letter
writing campaign to celebrities to
try and save their beloved
academy. SADA also has major
fundraisers during the course of
the year that include the annual
holiday “Black Nativity” production, “Signature Fundraiser” in
April, and recently held their
“Celebrate the Classics” at the
Palladium Theater.
The “Family Fun Day
Jamboree”, Sat. June 27th, will
feature games/activities for the
children,
a
bake
sale,

auctions/raffles and live
entertainment. All of the
mayoral candidates are
scheduled to be there.
According to Lou
Albano, one of the
directors of the board,
they are still in need of
additional donated items
such as canopy tents,
items for the raffle and
auction, folding tables
and chairs, and more live
entertainment. “There’s
still many people who
are unaware of the
studio and do not realize
that 30 percent of the
students are on scholarship,” stated, Albano. “Without
SADA many children would not
get an opportunity to dance.”
Albano said there is always an
ongoing need for corporate sponsorships, but he is very pleased by
the outreach from the community
and he is optimistic about the
event. Quandt concluded, “I hope
we continue to get support from
the community and families as we
work through these difficult
economic times.”
Family Fun Day Jamboree,
June 27, at SADA, 290 MLK St.,
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

CLASSIFIED
CALL LARRY

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

CORPORATE / PRIVATE PLANNING
Award Ceremonies • Banquets
Family Reunions • Fund Raisers
Grand Openings • Meetings • Parties • Seminars

CALL 727-542-0976
events.orgnzrs@gte.net
Tammye Moore • Event Planner

Advertise Your
Business In
The Weekly Challenger
Advertising Dollars Pay YOU Back!
Don’t Delay! Call Today!

(727) 896-2922
GUM DISEASE COMPLICATES MANAGEMENT OF THESE DISEASES AND IT ALSO
CAUSES *INFECTION* TOOTH SHIFTING* BLEEDING AND SWOLLEN GUMS* DIGESTION
PROBLEMS*BAD BREATH* PROPER TREATMENT OF GUM DISEASE WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE
YOUR BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS, APPEARANCE AND TASTE, BUT YOUR TOTAL BODY HEALTH.

Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

Events Organizers Incorporated

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM DIABETES- HEART DISEASE OR CANCER?

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.

$99 New Patient Special:
Includes Comprehensive Exam, Full mouth X-Rays,
Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer Screening,
Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

Or take $25.00 off any one of these services
*White Fillings*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Extractions*
*Root Canals*
*Crowns & Bridges*

*Sedation Dentistry*
*Implants*
*Dentures/Partials*
*Gum Treatment*
* Veneers*

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
One hour whitening $299.00 includes take home trays.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Courtesy of

Friday, June 19 - Jazz at the MFA - Nate Najar,
Museum of Fine Arts, 255 Beach Dr. N.E. 6 p.m.
Summer Jazz series invites you to enjoy music from
some of the most eclectic bands in the bay area.
www.fine-arts.org or 727-896-2667.

Saturday, June 20 - Juneteenth Family Festival,
Campbell Park, 601 14th St. S. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. A celebration to commemorate the ending of slavery
in the United States observing African-American
Emancipation Day. Activities in the park include: arts &
crafts, hair wrapping, face painting, carvinal games,
health screenings, silent auction, a career fair, and
crime prevention information. www.juneteenthstpete.org or 727-743-6792.

Saturday, June 20 - Family Flicks! Movies on the
Waterfront. "Dr. Doolittle: Million Dollar Mutt" The
Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E.Waterside Courtyard. Movies
begin at dusk. Fun for the whole family. Bring your
blanket and pillow. Jammies allowed! Third Saturday
monthly. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.
Sunday, June 21 - Father's Day Brunch in the MFA
Cafe, Museum of Fine Arts, 255 Beach Dr. N.E. Noon
to 1 p.m. Reservations required. www.fine-arts.org or
727-896-2667.
Sunday, June 21 - Sunday Afternoon Fun, The Pier,
800 2nd Ave N.E. First and Third Sundays. 1 to 4 p.m.
Lars Erick Robinson, caricature artist from Fritzy
Brothers One Man Circus and family fun.
www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

Larry E. Walker, Agent

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave., Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-321-7880
*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.

LEADERSHIP • SERVICE • RESULTS!

Alex Haak
Former Mayor
Former Police Commissioner

For Mayor of
St. Petersburg, Florida
Paid political advertisement. Paid for and approved by
the “Alex Haak for Mayor” Campaign.
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OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

Good Clean Family Fun
Is Still Alive And Coming Soon
To The Bay Area!

teenagers, and families. The
There is an old cliché that says
comedian was Steffon Vann who
laughter is good for the soul.
has appeared on BET’s Comic
During these economic times
View, Mega fest with Bishop T. D.
people really need something to
Jakes and at The Essence Festival.
laugh about, and comedy is that
Steffon has transformed his stand
outlet. The history of stand-up
up into an experience with which
comedy can be traced back to the
many people of different back1800s. However, stand-up as it is
grounds can associate. Vann was
known today didn’t really come
formerly a fashion runway model
into its own until the 1970s. Over
for some of the nation’s top
the next four decades, stand-up
designers. He said, “I just got tired
exploded, then nearly disappeared
Maurice Griffith
of all the foolishness, hanging out
from the cultural landscape only to
with people who couldn’t eat a
bounce back stronger than ever.
biscuit without fear of becoming
Though it had fallen out of favor in
overweight.” He said models
the early 1990s, stand-up comedy
would come over to his house to
was back on an upswing by the
hang out and he could hear their
end of the decade.
stomach’s growling! “My goldfish
By 2000, stand-up comedy
on a couple of occasions had to go
was back at the top. Packaged
hide!”
stand-up tours like The Original
Seeing the need to create an
Kings of Comedy (featuring,
outlet for families, Christians, and
among others, the late Bernie
people void of inappropriate
Mac) began selling out theaters
language and topics, Vann created
and playing to packed houses,
Steffon Vann
SoulFunny. Soulfunny is a national
going on to become the most succomedy tour with a refreshing and
cessful comedy tour of all time
and eventually becoming a documentary/concert unique approach to providing comedic entertainfilm directed by Spike Lee. Chris Rock continued ment to families and Christian audiences, with the
to build upon the success he found in the late 90s, number one reason being … It’s clean comedy!
The Soulfunny Family Comedy Show is
transforming himself into one of the biggest and
best stand-ups of all time. Comedy clubs and coming to Tampa, for two shows Thursday, July 2,
improvisational theater troupes like Second City at The Sheraton Riverwalk downtown Tampa.
began to resurface from coast to coast. Comedy Those performing are some of the world’s best
was cool again and now has even crept into the Christian comedians: Steffon Vann, GL Douglas
of Showtime at the Apollo, Rahn Hortman of
church.
The Christian entertainment maker is one of Jokes Wild and Chello of BET’s Comic View and
the fastest growing segments in the entertainment 106 & Park.
Also featured on this event, will be gospel teen
industry. Gospel plays have become a church
group getaway. Tyler Perry took the gospel play to sensations Cepeda Mckay and No Limits of
the next level and turned them into Hollywood Tampa Bay Florida and Sunday’s Best Finalist
blockbusters. Christian comedy is the next enter- Maurice Griffith. Show times for this event are 7
tainment arm that is flexing its muscles. Christian p.m. and 10 p.m. You may call 813-671-2610 or
comedians are performing at churches, Improvs visit www.Soulfunny.com for ticket information
and on TV and receiving good reviews every and to see clips of these hilarious comedians.
I am joyful to know there is still good, clean
show.
I had the opportunity of attending an event affordable fun that caters to the family. Again, I
recently where a Christian comedian was featured. thoroughly enjoyed my introduction to Christian
I was slightly skeptical as to how comedy would comedy and encourage all to attend this event and
be incorporated into the church arena. I must say allow laughter with your family and friends to give
that I was pleasantly surprised. To be honest with you some relief from what’s going on with our
you, I could not stop laughing and neither could all economy and in our society. I hope you have
of the people attending. There were pastors, enjoyed your time with me and thank you for
deacons, missionaries, choir members, seniors, being OUT &ABOUT W/Steve.

SummerFest ‘09
Saturday, June 20 • Noon - 6 p.m.
Bethel Community Baptist Church
2901 54th Ave. So., St. Petersburg
✔ FREE Admission
✔ Live Gospel Music
✔ Children’s Activities
✔ Farmer’s Market
✔ SummerFest MarketPlace
✔ Day-long Raffles
✔ Great Local Food
✔ FREE Health Screenings

Join us for a Great Family Fun Day!
Be sure to bring your chairs/blankets!
Sponsored by The League of Faith Coalition

www.LeagueofFaith.com

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism,
One Church”
Those of us who are not strangers to
African American Christianity, the
“Church Anniversary” & Pastor’s
Anniversary” are the two premiere events
of the calendar year. The Church
Anniversary, in some locales, is linked
with “Homecoming,” where members,
family and friends come back to celebrate
this grand occasion. This is a time of returning, re-membering, and re-inforcing
the church’s identity, history, raison
d’etre, and relationship to her Lord, Jesus

Christ. The Church Anniversary is, in
many ways, the church’s best opportunity
to celebrate achievements, marshal
resources, and remember past and future.
Other special days will come and go, but
church anniversaries will survive as long
as the Church exists.
Today we not only celebrate these 81
years from an African American prodigy
we also celebrate interracially. For God
has blessed “The Ship” to be home of all
races, status quo, educational levels and
age brackets. Over 1800 names call
Friendship their home some are swift &

some are stiff, nevertheless regardless of
skin hue, “The Time Is Now,” To give
God our creator, His son our Savior, &
The Holy Spirit our sustainer every ounce
of praise for the great things He has done.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Please visit our website at
www.fmbctheship.org. Contact us at
fmbc3300@verizon.net or phone: 727906-8300.

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist

Our Mission: Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the lost
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC invites
you to join us for Vacation Bible School
on Monday, June 22 through Friday, June
26, 6-8 p.m. Nightly classes are available
for grades Pre-K-12.
Our Young Adults and Youth
Ministries will be “Kicking it with the

King” Friday, June 26 at 8:30 p.m.
Performing arts groups from all over the
state will gather for praise, worship and
fellowship. Members and non members
are invited.
Get Ready for “Bible Study Boot
Camp”. Learn how to get most out of your
bible. This interactive study group will
receive hands on training and comprehensive instruction on the use of a concor-

dance, bible dictionary and other aids.
Learn the difference in translations and
versions of the bible and more. Meet us
Monday, June 22 - Friday, June 26 in the
gym at 6 p.m. sharp. This class is open to
members and non members.
Our doors are always open. All are
welcome to worship with us on Father’s
Day at 7:45 and 10 a.m. For transportation
to church call 894-4311 ext. 801.

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist

The Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church, under the leadership of
our most capable Pastor, Reverend Frank
Peterman, Jr., would like to extend an
open invitation and welcome you to join
us in any and all of our weekly services,
Come and witness the magnificent and
awesome power of prayer, praise,
preaching, and teaching.
We also invite you to bring your
children, ages 10-17 to our summer
Literacy and Technology Summer Camp
each Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday;
9:00 a.m. - Noon. Allow our teaching staff

to help them increase comprehension and
retention which leads to higher scores on
the FCAT and other standardized test. We
will also accept qualifying adults. The
program is absolutely free. Our church is
located at 3940 18th Ave. South. For more
information, please call the church office
at 327-0015.
Consider this a personal invitation
from Pastor Frank Peterman, Jr. for you,
your family, and friends to visit with us at
any time. Our weekly schedule of
worship services is as follows:
Sunday Worship Service: Christian

Education (Sunday school) - 9:15 a.m.;
Deacons Devotion-10:10 a.m.; Praise &
Worship Service-10:20a.m.; Worship
Service- 10:30 a.m.
Weekly Schedule of Services
Saints of Prayer - Monday, Noon;
Bible Study - Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.; Choir
Rehearsal - Wednesday 7:00 p.m.;
Tutorial Program - Tuesday through
Thursday, 9:a.m.- Noon.
Church Office Hours: Tuesday
Wednesday and Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m. Office Phone: (727) 327-0015 Fax:
(727) 327-0021.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff
of Deacons and Trustees, and the entire
congregation of St. Mark, extends to the
community at large, its wishes that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that

has as its central theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work and partner
in unity, praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
St. Mark Offers …
June 16-20 - South Florida district
Congress in Wauchula, FL

June 20 - Special Father’s Day
Luncheon at St. Mark
June 21 - Father’s Day–Women of St.
Mark in charge of worship service
June 28 - St. Mark Graduation
Celebration in honor of all 2009 grads
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out and join us.

Trinity Presbyterian Church

Trinity Presbyterian Church, located
at 2830 22 Ave, S,, extends to the
community an invitation to worship with
us this Sunday, June 21 as we celebrate
Father’s Day. The Rev. Dr. James Foster
Reese, of Cherry Hill, New Jersey will be
our guest preacher. Former director of the
Racial Ethnic Ministry Unit, PCUSA, he
is a widely respected authority on small
church stewardship.
Dr. Reese will present two sessions
Sat ur day, June 20, on Bi bl i cal

JUNETEENTH

continued from front page

farms and plantations.
“I get excited when the
children come to the drum tent at
the celebration and learn blacks
used drums to communicate with
friends and relatives miles away
and that communication helped
some make it to freedom,” said
Dowdell.
The Juneteenth celebration,
which depends strongly on
co r p o r a t e s p o n s o r s h i p a n d
donations, is primarily run by
Dowdell who depends on
concerned citizens, friends, family
and now, three energetic Eckerd
College students, who promise to
do whatever she needs.
“I spoke to one of the trustees
at Eckerd College and told her I
needed some help to get the celebration off the ground this year
and Eckerd sent me three exceptional students and they are
wonderful,” said Dowdell.
The celebration which takes
place Saturday at the Campbell
Park Recreation center gets bigger

Foundations for Stewardship. Session
one will focus on “Roles,
Responsibilities, Relations”. Session two
will address the subject 1). Gracious
Giving 2). Living and Leaving a Legacy.”
Dr. Foster Reese is an excellent presenter
and does not disappoint in this
workshop. This one day seminar will
begin at 9:00 a.m. and is free but pre-registration is required.
Sunday school begins at 9:30 a.m.
and morning worship begins at 11 each

Sunday. In recognition of all Fathers, the
women’s ministry will host a reception
immediately following the 11 a.m.
worship service. Please come and share in
worship and the special activities planned.
For additional information, please call the
church at (727) 327-8560 or contact
Pastor Woods at (727) 768-2329.
Last Sunday’ message: “There’s
Power In The Seed” (Mark 4:26-29)
Listen online: www.theonlineword.
com/mp3/2001.mp3.

and better every year.
“Even though there is no
budget and a lot of the corporate
support realized in years past has
dwindled down. I am still excited
to know we will put this event on
and that we get an opportunity to
share with the children a part of
their history they don’t know,” she
shared.
Dowdell shared that many of
the sponsors that did not pull out
have done an outstanding job in
supporting the efforts with all
types of resources.
Juneteenth commemorates
African-American freedom and
emphasizes education and
achievement. It is the oldest
nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in
the United States. Celebrations are
held in most states and in several
foreign nations.
“I celebrated Juneteenth for
the first time in Germany while on
military assignment in 1980. I
didn’t even know what it was,”
shared St. Petersburg native,
Dowdell. “Now I want the world
to understand the significance of

this day and why it is important to
us.”
The lack of communication
back in 1863 when slaves were
officially freed caused many to
remain in deplorable conditions
for months after the proclamation
was made by Lincoln. January 1,
1863 was considered “Jubilee
Day”, but for most it was far less
than jubilant. It wasn’t until June
19, 1865 Union General
Gordon Granger read out the
Emancipation Proclamation in
Galveston, Texas to notify slaves
they were free.
Saturday, June 20, St.
Petersburg, along with many cities
all over the world, will celebrate
Juneteenth. The celebration will
take place at Campbell Park.
There will be health screenings,
exhibits for children, head
wrapping and pouch designing
booths as well as fabulous entertainment. All are welcome and
encouraged to come and bring the
whole family. For more information visit the website at
www.juneteenth-stpete.org or call
727 743-6792.

Be t h e l Ga r d e n
o f P ray e r
Announces Its

Newly Remodeled Church

DEDICATION
June 28, 2009 at 3:00 p.m.
2424 Dr. MLK Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-896-4806

We the brethren of the Bethel
Garden of Prayer Pentecostal
Assembly would like to have
your presence with us for the
dedication of our new house of
prayer. We are looking forward
to meeting you. If you are unable
to attend, please send a donation
for the rebuilding of our church.
Your donation will enable us to
establish our Church and preach
the gospel to both the saved and
the unsaved souls in our community. Make all donations payable
to: The Bethel Garden of Prayer
Assembly. We want to thank you
in advance for your support.

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

BLACK HISTORY
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“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

John H. Johnson

Jazz Summer Getaway!

Things aren’t like they used
to be in the good old summer
time. Remember when some of
us stayed at home to work or
went out of state to work summer
jobs. Some of our parents sent us
away to spend the summer with
relatives, either in the big city or
in the country. Then there were
some of us whose parents sent us
off to summer camp. My parents
started sending me at age six to
Camp Downingtown, a private
bo y ’s camp located in
Downingtown, Pennsylvania. At
Ca m p D ow ningto wn my
persona would change from a
“city boy” into a “country
camper” for eight weeks each
summer. I continued attending
Camp Downingtown until I
graduated high school at age 17.
However, by age 14 or 15, my
parents no longer had to pay
because I became a camp
counselor. Only once, when I
was about four years old did my
parents send me off to the
country, Virginia, to spend some
time with my great grandfather
who owned and operated a
tobacco farm.
But now, things have
changed. Although, there are still
summer camps to attend, parents
no longer have to send their
children away. In the morning,
they merely have to drop them
off at the local YMCA to attend
Day Camp, and in the evening
pick them up. This week
however, I’d like to tell you
about something that you may
not be aware of. This would be
especially good, if you have a
child or children who play a
musical instrument. There are
now such things as “Jazz
Camps” or “Jazz Workshops.”
This is way “off the top” to say
the least. Imagine being able to
attend a jazz workshop where
you learn jazz, play jazz, and
mingle with other jazz enthusiasts learning right along with
you. I would definitely say this is
a great opportunity for anyone

who is seeking a career in music,
especially jazz. Or, this would be
a great opportunity for someone
who may only want to learn how
to play better.
The Summer Jazz Workshop
that I’m most familiar with is
Jamey Aebersold’s Summer Jazz
Workshops. These Workshops
are presented during the months
of June, July and August at
The University of Louisville,
Kentucky and Diablo Valley
College, Pleasant Hill, Calif.
There are week-long sessions
and two-day sessions available.
I’ve been able to follow Jamey’s
efforts with the Workshops for
close to 15 years; however, I
have not yet been able to attend
any of them. I do know one
female in St. Petersburg who
attended two years in a row. She
was a beginner saxophone player
with a desire to play better. I saw
and spoke with her after she
re turned from h er s eco n d
session. She was ecstatic about
having attended, and shared with
me some of the highlights of her
stay. She agreed the Workshops
deserve the reputation they have
earned for producing the best
intensive programs for learning
jazz improvisation. A student can
be a beginning improviser or a
seasoned pro, it’s for sure you’ll
lea ve the Wo rk s h o p s an d
Seminars with tons of new and
exciting ideas about how to
improve your playing.
More than 50 of the
country’s best educators and performers come together each
summer to teach student
musicians of all ages and levels.
There are classes available in
Music Theory, Ear Training,
C ombo Pe rfo rm an ce, an d
Master Class Sessions that
permit students the chance to
grow and develop to their fullest
potential. As you probably have
already surmised, the Jazz
Workshops are geared toward
mature students of all ages and
abilities who come to learn and

play by way of “hands on” experience.
The following is a very short
listing of the All-Star Faculty for
the Summer Jazz Workshops.
Teaching the rudiments of
the bass instrument – Rufus Reid
and Frank Smith; clarinet Randy
Salman; drums instructors Steve
Barnes and Steve Davis; flute is
Hunt Butler. There are also guitar
instructors Corey Christiansen
and Dave Stryker; Hammond B3 Organ instructor Bobby Floyd;
Dan Haerle and David Hazeltine,
piano; saxophones Tim Armacost
and Jim Snidero. Instructions on
strings are offered by David
Baker, while classes in Theory
are handled by Jamey Aebersold
and David Baker. There are also
All-Star Musicians teaching
classes in trombone, trumpet,
tuba, vibes and vocal. It’s
obvious that one summer session
will have a student “playing like
a champ” when classes are over.
So, if you have a child or
children who are serious about
their musical instruments, and
would like to increase their
knowledge and overall experience with jazz and other jazz
musicians, a Summer Jazz
Workshop would be a great place
for them.
For additional information
and to apply, contact Jason
Lindsey, P.O. Box 1244, New
Albany, IN 47151 or call 1-800456-1388, Ext. 5. Prospective
students may also register
online at: http://www.summerjazzworkshops.com/about.asp
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

49 35 16 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!

301
556
279

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
6-1 7-6
3-8 1-2
8-4 5-3

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

John Harold Johnson (19
January 1918 – 8 August 2005)
was an American businessman
and publisher. He was the
founder of the Johnson
Publishing Company, and in
1982, the first African-American
to appear on the Forbes 400.
John Harold Johnson was
born in rural Arkansas City,
Ar k a n s a s , t h e g r a n d s o n o f
slaves. He attended an overcrowded and segregated elementary school. Such was his
love of learning, he repeated the
eighth grade rather than discontinue his education, since there
was no public high school for
African Americans in his
community.
After a visit with his mother
to the Chicago World's Fair, they
decided that opportunities in the
North were more plentiful than
in the South. Facing poverty on
every side in Arkansas during
the Great Depression, the family
made the move to Chicago,
Illinois, in 1933 to try to find
wo r k a n d f o r J o h n s o n t o
continue his education. Johnson
entered DuSable High School
while his mother and step-father
scoured the city for jobs during
the day. He looked for work
after school and during the
summer. Their attempts were
un-rewarded. His mother was
not even able to find any
domestic work, the work that
was generally available when all
else failed. To support themselves the family applied for
welfare, which they received for
two years until Johnson's stepfather was finally able to obtain a
position with the Works Projects
Administration (WPA) and
Johnson himself secured a job
wi t h t h e N a t i o n a l Yo u t h
Administration (NPA).
Johnson endured much
teasing and taunting at his high
school for his ragged clothes and
country ways, as he encountered
something he'd never known
existed: Middle-class blacks. At
all black DuSable High School
some of his classmates included
Nat King Cole, Redd Foxx and

future entrepreneur William
Abernathy. This only fueled his
already formidable determination to "make something of
himself". Johnson's high school
career was distinguished by the
leadership qualities he demonstrated as student council
president and as editor of the
school newspaper and class
yearbook. He attended high
school during the day and
studied self-improvement books
at night. After he graduated in
1936, he was offered a tuition
scholarship to the University of
Chicago, but he thought he
would have to decline it,
because he could not figure out a
way to pay for expenses other
than tuition. Because of his
achievements in high school,
Johnson was invited to speak at
dinner held by the Urban
League. When the president of
the Supreme Life Insurance
Company, Harry Pace, heard
Johnson's speech, he was so
impressed with the young man
that he offered Johnson a job so
that he would be able to use the
scholarship.
Johnson began as an office
boy at Supreme Life and within
two years had become Pace's
assistant. His duties included
preparing a monthly digest of
newspaper articles. Johnson
began to wonder if other people
in the community might not
enjoy the same type of service.
He conceived of a publication
patterned after Reader's Digest.
His work at Supreme also gave
him the opportunity to see the
day-to-day operations of an
African-American-owned
business and fostered his dream
of starting a business of his own.
Once the idea of Negro
Digest occurred to him, it began
to seem like a "black gold
mine", Johnson stated in his
autobiography Succeeding
against the Odds. Johnson
remained enthusiastic even
though he was discouraged on
all sides from doing so. Only his
mother, a woman with biblical
faith and deep religious convictions, as well as a powerful
belief in her son, supported his
vision and allowed him to use
her furniture as collateral for a
$500 loan. He used this loan to
publish the first edition of Negro
Digest in 1942.
In 1950, Johnson launched
Tan magazine--a true confessions type magazine and in
1951, Jet - a weekly news digest.
Later publications included
African American Stars and
Ebony Jr., a children's magazine.
Although all of the magazines

achieved a measure of success,
none was able to compete with
Ebony, which in its 40th year of
publication had a circulation of
2,300,000 and was the primary
reason that Johnson was considered one of the 400 richest individuals in the United States. In
1972, he was named publisher
of the year by the major
magazine publishers in the
United States. Johnson
expanded his business interests
to areas other than his
magazines. He became chairperson and chief executive officer
of the Supreme Life Insurance
Company, where he had begun
as part-time office boy. He
developed a line of cosmetics,
purchased three radio stations,
and started a book publishing
company, and a television production company. He served on
the board of directors of several
major businesses, such as the
Greyhound Corporation, and
received numerous honors and
awards for his achievements,
including the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People's Spingarn Medal in
1966 for his contributions in the
area of race relations.
In 1995, Johnson received
the Communication Award on
the occasion of Ebony
magazine's 50th anniversary.
Alfred C. Sykes, the chairman of
the Center for Communication
and president of Hearst Media
Technology said "Mr. Johnson is
a role model for many young
people today, an example of how
hard work, commitment and
belief in oneself can lead to outstanding achievement. He rose
from disadvantaged circumstances to achieve success in
both business and national
service during a time when great
obstacles were placed in his
path."
Johnson Publishing
Company also has a book
division and employs more than
2,600 people, with sales of over
$388 million. In addition,
Johnson Publishing owns
Fashion Fair Cosmetics, the
number one makeup and skin
care company for women of
color around the world, and
Supreme Beauty products - hair
care for men and women, and is
involved in television production and produces the Ebony
Fashion Fair - the world's largest
traveling fashion show, which
has donated over $47 million to
charity. The show visits more
than 200 cities in the United
States,
Canada
and
the
Caribbean.

Publish America
is proud to present

Jack Packer’s
THE HUMAN
FACTOR
Contact 727-470-5716 to pre-order!
Packer is a native of Panama City,
Florida. Earning a UCLA masters in
history, he served 22 years as an
Army officer in ranger and airborne
forces. Assignments at the West Point
Military Academy and the Pentagon
developed Packer’s interest in
police/crime as well as suspenseful
and action-oriented governmental
undertakings at the national and
international levels.

Celebration of Jack Packer as Tampa
Bay’s Newest Published Author
Saturday, June 20, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Pasadena Yacht & Country Club
6000 Gulfport Blvd., Condo 5940-B (Lobby) Gulfport
Wine & Cheese • Dress Casual with Distinction
Enjoy selected readings, photo sessions with the
author, book orders on site and drawings for prizes.
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BUCS
CORNER
Bucs' WR Michael Clayton Eyes Fresh Start

Michael Clayton

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - The big
contract Michael Clayton signed
three months ago isn't the only
reason the sixth-year pro is
excited to still be wearing the
uniform of the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.
An underachiever who fell
out of favor with former coach
Jon Gruden, the wide receiver
anticipates playing a significant
role in a system being installed by
incoming offensive coordinator
Jeff Jagodzinski.
Judging by the smile he's
sporting these days, he'll be a
much bigger part of what the
Bucs do.
“It's a tremendous opportunity. I couldn't have asked for a
better deal,” said Clayton, who
agreed to a five-year contract
worth nearly $26 million in

March, remaining with the Bucs
after being on the verge of signing
with the Seattle Seahawks.
“It seems like yesterday. I
remember the feeling of getting
on that plane headed to Seattle
and wondering how I was going
to explain to my wife that we
weren't going to be in Tampa any
more. ... I'm just glad things
worked out the way they did.”
The former No. 1 draft pick
flourished as a rookie, with 80
receptions for 1,193 yards and
seven touchdowns — all records
for a first-year player in Tampa
Bay. His production declined
sharply after 2004, though, and he
has only scored two TDs since his
first year.
Injuries were a factor, but so
was Gruden losing confidence in
the 26-year-old, who dropped
passes in key situations and
struggled to keep his starting job.
Clayton welcomes the chance
for a fresh beginning under new
coach Raheem Morris, a Gruden
assistant who replaced his boss
after Tampa Bay lost four in a row
following a 9-3 start to miss the
playoffs.
“He hasn't lived up to your

expectations,” Morris said,
shurgging off questions about the
6-foot-4, 215-pound receiver
being a disappointment for much
of his career.
“The reason we signed him
back is because he lived up to
ours. If you go look at receivers
pound for pound in the league and
talk about blocking downfield
and creating big plays, putting
their face on people and being
tough, that's Michael Clayton.”
Clayton is considered one of
the NFL's best blocking receivers.
He thinks can be a premier pass
catcher, too.
Jagodzinski, the former
Boston College coach who
encourages his quarterbacks to
throw downfield more often than
the Bucs did under Gruden, offers
hope, with an attacking offensive
style.
“It's a different mentality, I
can tell you that,” said Clayton,
who had 38 catches for 484 yards
and one TD in 2008 his best
numbers since his rookie year.
“That's not to say anything
negative about coach Gruden. We
all know he's a genius when it
comes to putting together

offenses. But the mentality that
we have is we are going to score
points. I can remember times
(under Gruden) when all the
receivers were taken out of the
game in the red zone, and we're
throwing to tight ends.”
Practices could be just as
frustrating, with the receiver
noting there were plenty of
occasions when he might have
one ball thrown his way “every
two days,” a sure sign that he
would have a minimal role in the
passing game on game day.
“It's not a good feeling,” said
Clayton, who joked that he's been
so involved in practices this
offseason that sometimes it feels
like “we're catching too many
passes, running too many routes.”
“When you have that feeling,
and you can actually take a break
and come to the sideline to watch
the next group of guys go in and
get balls down the field, you
know this thing is not going to
stop,” he said. “It's a great feeling
to be able to go out and know the
coach has confidence in his
receivers and is going to get
everyone involved.”

Former USF Star Makes His Mark In Turkey

Jimmy Baxter

BY PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

Jimmy Baxter, a former 2000
Boca Ciega and 2004 USF
graduate, has found his niche
playing basketball professionally
in Turkey. Baxter also received a
degree in Criminology. Since
turning pro in 2006 he has
excelled in France, Italy and
Russia. In France, Baxter earned
the Rookie of the Year Honors and
also led his team to the French
Cup title. One of his fondest
moments was winning the LBN
Slam Dunk Contest. Baxter
indicated, “I won that with ease.”
Last season in Russia Baxter
averaged 17 points, six assists and

five rebounds per game. His slam
dunk contest can be seen on you
tube.
Baxter is a devout Christian
who knows he’s blessed in more
ways than just playing basketball.
He is married and has three
beautiful little girls. In the off
season Baxter resides in Atlanta,
Georgia.
Baxter has started a company
which is called JCC Management.
The primary purpose of JCC is to
enhance athlete’s lives on and off
the court. His company is always
looking for “diamonds in the
rough” to take their skill set to
another level. He said, “My
company will be very personable
with the athletes and cater to their
needs on any level.”
He lives for giving back to his
community. That is why he is
sponsoring the First Annual
Jimmy Baxter Family Fun Day.
Baxter has a profound love for
kids in the St. Petersburg area.

Baxter said, “When the time
comes he is going to do some big
things for kids in his home town.”
One problem he notices is that
there are a multitude of high
profile athletes from St.Petersburg
who do not take the time to reach
out to the kids in the city. Baxter
feels that consensus of professionals in all sports from this area
could do more. He believes that
parents should start participating
more when it comes to the well
being of their children in athletics
and in an academic setting.
Being a difference maker in his
community is what Baxter is all
about.
Baxter knows about hard
times during his career at USF he
faced some obstacles while
playing basketball. He went
through a sudden coaching
change at USF. It seemed as if the
program was headed in another
direction. Baxter sat down with
the new coach and discussed his

future and it was evident that he
was not in their plans. So Baxter
left the team. Enter USF Track
and Field; you see Baxter had
tons of athletic ability. He
became one of the best high
jumpers in the Big East
Conference. As he continued to
excel on the oval surface he
quickly grasped the art of high
jumping. Baxter almost qualified
for the last Olympic Games and
he heavily considered turning pro
in Track and Field. What his
decision boiled down to was more
financial opportunities to play his
first love, which is basketball.
With God’s blessing Baxter
was called by the Memphis
Grizzlies of the NBA to participate in the Las Vegas Summer
League. After working hard and
persevering through the tough
times, Baxter is about to embark
on his dream, playing basketball
in the NBA. St. Pete wishes
Jimmy Baxter well!

Magic Willing To Pay Tax For Turkoglu

Hedo Turkoglu

ORLANDO (AP) - Hedo
Turkoglu emptied his locker,
shook hands with teammates and
w a l k ed out of the Orlando
Magic's practice facility Tuesday.
The Magic are optimistic it
wasn't the last time.
Chief operating officer Alex
Martins said the team is prepared
to go over the luxury tax for the
first time in its history, perhaps
giving the Magic the space they
need to re-sign the soon-to-be
free agent Turkoglu and remain a
contender to return to the NBA
finals.
“The luxury tax won't be a

hindrance,” Martins said.
Turkoglu, Orlando's starting
forward and a key component to
its Eastern Conference title, reiterated Tuesday that he's planning
to opt out of the last year of his
contract to become a free agent
July 1. Turkoglu would make
about $7.3 million next season in
the final year of a $36 million,
six-year deal.
“Opting out doesn't mean I'm
going to leave,” he said. “I'm
looking for the best opportunity
for myself and my family. I hope
everything will work out for both
sides and I stay here because I
became Turkoglu here. It's a good
time for me to make a decision,
and hopefully everything will
work out and I'll be in a Magic
jersey.”
There are plenty of other
questions surro u n d i n g t h e
Magic's future.

With Jameer Nelson already
named the starting point guard for
next season, the team will have to
decide whether it wants to keep
Rafer Alston and his $5.25
million contract that ends after
n ex t s eas o n as a b ack u p
al o n g s i d e rel i ab l e res erv e
Anthony Johnson. Alston was
unhappy with his minutes in the
Magic's 4-1 series loss to the Los
Angeles Lakers in the finals, with
Nelson returning prematurely
from a shoulder injury that had
s i d el i n ed h i m s i n ce earl y
February.
Backup center Marcin Gortat
also will be looking for a pay
raise. He will be a restricted free
agent and likely will get a
contract worth well more than the
$770,000 he made this season,
making it difficult for Orlando to
retain him and Turkoglu.
Magic general manager Otis

Smith said he's prepared to let
Turkoglu and Gortat explore the
free-agent market before making
an offer.
“You're not going to buy a
house without appraising it first,”
Smith said. “Appraise it.”
The Magic have made no
secret that re-signing Turkoglu is
their biggest goal this offseason.
The 6-foot-10 forward from
Turkey provides all kinds of
matchup problems for opponents.
His rare combination of size and
ballhandling skills have made
him the player the Magic run their
offense through when it counts
the most.
But it will be difficult to resign him because Orlando is
hampered with big contracts to its
All-Star core of Dwight Howard,
Nelson and Rashard Lewis, who
will be entering the third year of
his $118 million, six-year deal.

Kobe Bryant of the
NBA Champion
Los Angeles Lakers

EL SEGUNDO, Calif.
(AP) - Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
is defending the decision to
stage a victory parade for the
NBA champion Los Angeles
Lakers and says it's important
to celebrate even at a time of
high unemployment and home
foreclosures.
Villaraigosa said Tuesday
that private donors have kicked
in $850,000 of nearly $1
million in city costs for
Wednesday's parade and rally.
The Lakers and AEG, which
owns Staples Center, are
paying for another $1 million
in production costs.
“We intend to do everything we can to minimize the
cost to the city,” the mayor said
at a news conference on the
Lakers' practice court in El
Segundo. “If we hadn't had a

parade, you've have had a
whole bevy of other people
criticizing.”
Villaraigosa identified the
private donors as Casey and
Laura Wasserman, Jerry and
Margie Perenchio, Haim and
Cheryl Saban, Eli and Edyth
Broad, Joe and Sharon
Hernandez of Melissa's Fruits
and Vegetables, Ed and Gayle
Roski and the San Manuel
Band of Mission Indians.
The mayor and other
officials had sought donations
after critics blasted the idea of
using city money when Los
Angeles is considering layoffs
to close a half-billion-dollar
budget gap.
Wednesday's event begins
at Staples Center and ends at
the Los Angeles Memorial
Coliseum.
The parade comes at a time
when the Los Angeles Unified
School District second-largest
in the nation faces a $596
million budget shortfall for the
2009-10 school year. The Los
Angeles Board of Education
voted in April to lay off as
many as 5,400 teachers and
support personnel for the
upcoming school year.

Ochocinco Plans
To Make Up For Lost
Time In July

Chad Ochocinco

NEW YORK, NY (AP)
Cincinnati
Bengals
wide
receiver Chad Ochocinco says
he plans to stay with quarterback Carson Palmer's family in
July to make up for the lost
time of the pair not working
together much during the
offseason.
Ochocinco spoke about his

relationship with Palmer
before appearing on “Joe Buck
Live” on HBO on Monday
night.
“We do argue all the time
like a married couple,” he said.
“I think that's why we've been
so successful together, because
we have that type of relationship we can get on one
another.”
Palmer had publicly criticized Ochocinco for not participating in offseason workouts.
Ochocinco returned for
organized team activities last
week.
“For the time that I missed
with Carson throughout the
offseason, I'm going to make it
up in July,” Ochocinco said.

South Carolina's
Mack Goes Pro,
Signs With Yankees

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP)
South Carolina outfielder
DeAngelo Mack is turning pro,
signing with the New York
Yankees.
The school says Monday
that the junior has agreed to
terms and will sign a contract
the Yankees, who selected
Mack in the 13th round of last

week's draft.
Mack hit .361 with 14
home runs and 60 RBIs last
season.
Mack will report to the
Yankees' training facility in
Tampa, and likely will start his
pro career with the Staten
Island Yankees in the New
York-Penn League.
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

State To Raid Investment Fund,
Threatening Future Of
Children’s Program

New Videos Expose NYPD
And Commissioner
In Officer Shooting Case

Worst To First advocates say a long-term effort is needed to rebuild
state leadership and support for children’s health programs
TALLAHASSEE – The
state of Florida raided $700
million from the Lawton
Chiles Endowment Fund,
taken in a short sighted move
to plug a one-time hole in this
year’s state budget. The
endowment fund was created
in 1999 to provide perpetual
s u p p o r t f o r c h i l d r e n ’s
programs, the elderly and
cancer research – the withdrawal eliminates from $50
million to $100 million in
annual investment income for
the state.
This latest raid on the fund
brings the total taken from the
endowment to over $1 billion.
In 2008, Gov. Charlie Crist
convinced legislators and
children’s advocates to allow a
withdrawal of more than $350
million from the endowment to
meet a budget shortfall, then
surprised advocates with a
second raid on the fund that led
to today’s $700 million withdrawal.
“Ten years of failed fiscal
policies has brought us to
where we are today,” said
Lawton “Bud” Chiles III,
director of the Worst To First
initiative, a statewide, grassroots movement with a simple
message: Florida, the fourth
largest state, consistently ranks
near the bottom nationally on
matters concerning children’s
well-being, in health care and

in education.
“It’s a pretty sad day,” said
U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, a former
Florida state Treasurer who
now serves in the Senate seat
once occupied by the late
Lawton Chiles. “Years of
unsound economic policies
and fiscal mismanagement
caused the Florida Legislature
to bust open the kids’ piggy
bank.”
The
Lawton
Chiles
Foundation has joined with
partners around the state to get
organized in creating the Worst
To First initiative. The real
state of children is startling:
49th in uninsured children,
48th in the nation for juvenile
crime, 50th in spending on
education. Our indicators,
which put Florida’s
investment into perspective
nationally, can be found at
www.WorstToFirst.org.
“The culture in Tallahassee
puts short term political gain
over the long term future of our
state. They cut investment in
our future, and we will all pay
the price later. Supporting kids
with words is easy, but they
need more than words. They
need us to take action,”
continued Chiles.
“Lawmakers in Tallahassee
have sold our children’s future
for an easy fix of cash one
more time. If our Governor and
the legislature won’t lead,

getting mad isn’t enough
anymore.
We
will
get
organized,” said Chiles, who
also serves as the president of a
charitable foundation named
after his late father, who served
as Florida’s 41st governor.
As one of its first organizing efforts, Worst To First is
establishing
The
Lawton
Chiles Leadership Corps with a
two-day conference August 89 at the University of Central
Florida in Orlando, bringing
students from all over Florida
to g et h er t o g et h an d s -o n
training and meet national,
state and local leaders. More
information on the Lawton
Chiles Leadership Corps is
available
at
www.WorstToFirst.org.
The
Lawton
Chiles
Endowment Fund was created
for the people of Florida in
1999 with money from
Florida’s tobacco settlement.
The funds were to provide a
perpetual
resource
for
enhanced funding of children’s
health programs, child welfare
programs, children’s health
and human services initiatives,
elder programs and biomedical
res earch . T h e m o n ey was
invested in order to generate
income, and formerly
produced from about $100
million to $50 million in state
revenue annually.

Florida Department Of Health
Confirmed The Death
Of A 9-Year-Old Male
From H1N1 Swine Flu

TALLAHASSEE - On
Tuesday the Florida
Department of Health
confirmed the death of a 9 year
old male in Miami Dade from
H1N1 Swine Flu. This is
F l o ri da’s f ir s t labora tory
confirmed H1N1 Swine Flu
death.
“Our hearts and prayers go
out to the family and friends of
this child,” said Surgeon
General Dr. Ana Viamonte Ros.
“ W hile m os t ca se s of
H1N1 swine flu are mild, there
are exceptions like this tragic
case. Nationally, the CDC is
reporting 45 deaths associated
with Swine Flu, and as the flu
progresses that number will
unfortunately rise. All of us
should continue to be alert and
stay home if sick, cover your
cough and sneeze, and wash
hands frequently.”
All four Department of
Health
laboratories
have
received testing supplies from
the Center for Diseases Control
and can test samples to confirm
H1N1 Swine Flu. This testing
capability allows the
Department to expedite results
as we no longer need to send
probable cases to CDC labora-

tories.
The Department of Health
continues enhanced surveillance and outreach to physicians, hospitals and other
health care professionals. The
surveillance system, consisting
of sentinel physicians,
reporting influenza activity,
DOH laboratories receiving
specimens from physicians and
hospitals and our ability to
monitor emergency room cases
and over-the-counter drug sales
is fully operational. We have
activated our response plan and
are ready to respond if needed.
De pa rtme n t o f Heal t h
continues its enhanced surveillance with a network of sentinel
physician providers. These
providers sen d s el ect ed
samples of laboratory
specimens to state laboratories
for testing if they have patients
with influenza like illness (ILI).
These physicians also continue
to report weekly ILI cases to
the Department of Health.
Florida currently has 417
confirme d ca s es o f H1 N1
Swine Flu.
T h e Wo r l d H e a l t h
Organization (WHO) alert
level is at Phase 6 “pandemic.”

The pandemic (WHO level 6)
status is based on geographic
distribution and not the severity
of swine flu. In effect the WHO
is saying that swine flu H1N1 is
now circulating world-wide.
The State Surgeon General
provided these recommendations: People with respiratory
illness should stay home from
work or school to avoid
spreading infections, including
influenza, to others in the
community.
- Avoid close contact with
people who are coughing or
otherwise appear ill.
- Avoid touching your
eyes, nose and mouth.
- Wash hands frequently to
lessen the spread of respiratory
illness.
- P eo p l e ex p eri en ci n g
co u g h , fev er an d fat i g u e,
possibly along with diarrhea
and vomiting, should contact
their physician.
If you think you have
influenza, please call your
health care provider and
discuss whether you need to be
seen in their office, emergency
department or stay home.
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BY STEPHON JOHNSON

NEW YORK (NNPA) When New York City Police
C om m i s s i o n e r R a y K e l l y
announced at Omar Edwards’
funeral that the slain officer would
posthumously be promoted to
detective, it seemed liked a
genuine gesture toward Edwards
and the family and friends he left
behind.
It was actually pressure from
the NYPD that made Kelly
promote Edwards.
“That was a result of the
NYPD asking directly why isn’t
he being promoted,” said Anthony
Miranda, executive chairman of
the National Latino Officer
Association. “We had initially
approached him about it and he
actually questioned why. He said
that “he’d look into it.”
On May 28, Edwards was
killed on the streets of East
Harlem by fellow Officer Andrew
Dunton, who mistook him for a
criminal. Edwards, wearing plain
clothes and with his gun drawn,
was chasing down a perpetrator,
Miguel Santiago, who had burglarized his car. Dunton assumed
Edwards was a criminal and
opened fire six times, hitting
Edwards three times.
Kelly’s words, along with the
NYPD’s, are slowly coming back
to haunt him. On Tuesday, two
separate 30-second cell phone
videos taken at the scene of the
shooting by two men who wish to
remain anonymous were released.
The videos showed the officers
walking around Edwards as he
appeared to be handcuffed, not
rendering aid to the victim. That
was strike one in retired Detective
Graham Witherspoon’s eyes.
“You’re just walking around
him like he was junk on the

NNPA

continued from front page

that they are not being given a fair
opportunity to compete for federal
advertising dollars,” Lee and CBC
leaders wrote to Biden.
“Specifically, we seek your
commitment that Black-owned
media outlets are receiving their
fair share of advertising dollars in
conjunction with the various activities associated with the disbursement of federal dollars.”
The letter further states, “We
seek your additional commitment
that black-owned media are being
utilized by the federal government
as it distributes the $787 billion
recovery package. Additionally,
we seek the same assurance when
it comes to entities receiving
money from the federal government…We request a meeting with
you at your earliest convenience to
discuss this matter in detail.”
A separate letter to Geithner,
requests specific information on
dollar amounts spent so far:
“Please advise me as to the total
amounts your department and
financial institutions receiving
TARP and TALF funds have spent
on African-American, Latino and
Asian American owned newspapers and radio stations,” Lee
wrote. “Also please advise me on
the measures your department has
taken to insure that the minorityowned media outlets participate
equitably in your department’s
advertising,
marketing
and
outreach activities.”
TARP, which stands for
Troubled Asset Relief Program;
and TALF, which stands for Term

street,” he said. “Nobody was
making an effort to give any
medical assistance.” He
continues, “I’d like to know when
they declared him dead?” said
Witherspoon. “This is very disturbing.”
The men responsible for the
video also claim that an officer in
uniform who spotted them told
them to leave if they weren’t on the
job. “You don’t ever send a witness
away,” Witherspoon said. The
video could greatly affect the
investigation of the killing.
Everything from proper police
procedure to a possible cover-up by
the NYPD might be on the table.
The NYPD and district
attorney’s office declined to
comment on the videos. “This is
exactly why we are calling for an
independent prosecutor,” boomed
Rev.Al Sharpton, shortly after
viewing the startling videos.
“None of what we are seeing was
in the preliminary report. The
police actually shooed away
witnesses. Who knows what they
might have been able to add to the
investigation?”
Images of police walking
around a wounded individual
without rendering aid should
sound familiar, Witherspoon told
the paper. Kenneth Boss, a police
officer, shot Patrick Bailey over a
decade ago in the Brooklyn and
stood over his body as he bled to
death, he recalled. Fifteen months
later, Boss was involved in the
unprovoked 41-shot Amadou
Diallo killing.
“Ablack person who is shot in
New York City is perceived to be
nothing more than a perpetrator,”
said Witherspoon. “They’re
exemplifying what the routine
procedure is for the NYPD.” Ellen
Borakove, a spokesperson for the
medical examiner, said that the

Asset-Backed Securities Loan
Facility, are both financial relief
programs for businesses and corporations needing help.
Palmer, CBC communications director, says the letter to
Treasury Secretary Geithner was
specifically a follow up to
questions that Lee posed to him as
he testified May 21 before the
House Financial Services and
General Government Operations
Subcommittee of which she is a
member.
“This is an issue that has great
importance to the chairwoman of
the CBC and its members,”
Palmer said in an interview on
Monday. He says the conversations are ongoing as the CBC
presses for results.
“We have received acknowledgements of our concerns,” he
said. “While we have not settled
on a specific course of action, a
working conversation is ongoing.”
In the April 27 story on
Smith’s letter, which was widely
circulated by NNPA Newspapers,
NNPA Foundation Chairwoman
Dorothy Leavell said it was
‘’unclear in the Black community
where to go and what is available
to help Black families and Black
businesses, the very communities
that we serve.” She added, ‘The
Black Press has participated in
teleconferences and have sought
information locally, yet there are
no clear answers to these two
queries.’’
Leavell vowed that the quest
for information would continue.
‘’We will continue to vigorously
reach out to the Obama
Administration to make sure that
our community and our industry is

fatal bullet entered the left side of
Edwards’ back before hitting his
heart and his left lung.
But that’s not what Kelly told
to media, according to Miranda. “I
think they misclassified it from
the beginning,” he said. “Friendly
fire, he was shot in the chest. They
helped to misrepresent the facts,
mislead the public and disengaged
the community, who’d be upset
with the truth. This is a pattern that
has already developed whenever
there’s
been
questionable
shooting,” Miranda said. “They
purposefully put out misinformation and take no steps to correct
the info that’s out there in the
public. They made a conscious
decision not to correct it.”
Said retired detective
Witherspoon, “I know that the
surgeon came out and told them
that he wasn’t shot in the chest,
but Kelly chose to tell the public a
lie.”
Miranda and Co. have already
gone on the offensive. “We’ve
spoken to the district attorney candidates, since they would be the
ones to handle the case,” said
Miranda. “We still plan on
meeting with the governor.”
“I don’t think the NYPD
would allow it to go to trial,” said
Miranda. “If they have to justify
Omar’s shooting, then they would
be in essence giving all of the
excuses a criminal would use to
shoot or assault an officer out of
uniform. Defense attorneys would
line up to defend their clients on
the same grounds.
“They’ll have trouble trying
to legally justify this, which is
why it won’t go to trial.” Miranda
said. “They’ll settle out of court
with the family first so they’d
never have to document what
went wrong.”

a part of this stimulus and avoid
what has been the norm - that we
are outside looking in and devoid
of stimuli,’’ she said.
Palmer credits Smith’s letter,
the article and the conversations
that followed with stirring up
interest and movement on the
issue.
“I think it’s fair to say that Mr.
Smith’s letter, as well as the
ongoing efforts of NNPA to bring
attention to this economic justice,
economic fairness, economic
parity issue are very important and
very helpful,” Palmer said. “We
encourage this type of civic
engagement and participation. I
think it’s clear in our letters that
yes, these are commercial enterprises, but they also serve a very
important
civic
function.”
Both of Lee’s letters, also signed
by CBC officers Maxine Waters
(D-Calif.), Gregory Meeks (DN.Y.) and Keith Ellison (DMinn.), pointed out the dual
purposes of the Black Press.
“African American owned newspapers and radio stations have historically captured and chronicled
the hopes and history of the
African American community
when no one else cared. They
remain uniquely positioned to
communicate
directly
with
segments of the population that the
federal government must reach to
achieve its mission,” they wrote
Biden. “As implementation of the
economic recovery package
continues, I strongly encourage
you to include a review of African
American-owned news outlets and
their struggle to receive an
equitable distribution of taxpayer
funded advertising dollars.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

(727) 686-9356

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

THE ROCK

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

Sunday

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

OF

SERVICES

THE CROSSING POINT

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

International Foursquare Church
along with Rev. Sarah H. Edwards, Sr. Pastor and her husband, Minister Edgar Edwards

Welcomes You
to study the Word of God, so that you may be approved by God as one of His Workers

Faith - Family - and Unity in the Community
via Christ Jesus is celebrated
2311 16th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Sundays 10:45 a.m...............................................................Morning Worship
Sunday 6:30 p.m. .....“Who Then Do Men Say You Are” Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m....................................................Midweek Bible Study
“Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” -Hebrews 13:8

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

UNITY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
“Let All Things Be Done
With Charity”
Reverend
Nathaniel H. Drayton

Sunday Morning Worship ........................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .....................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ...........................6:30 p.m.
Services held at House of Praise and Blessing
3100 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33709
(727) 916-0311

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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Author Jack Packer Stops By
The Weekly Challenger’s Office
To Discuss His New Book And
Upcoming Book Signing Event

Congratulations
to

Fred & Carrie

Hames
Celebrating Their

50th Wedding
Anniversary
Jack Packer stands with The Weekly Challenger’s general manager, Dianne Speights

BY MICHAEL LEWIS

ST. PETERSBURG - Jack
Packer who recently published
the fictional book, “The Human
Factor”, sat down with the
Challenger writer to discuss
how he was successful in publishing his first book. In last
week’s Challenger edition (June
11) the Challenger featured an
advertisement introducing this
action packed suspense novel
“The Human Factor”. Out of the
author’s 22 years of experience
serving as a Army Officer in the
Ranger and Airborne forces and
assignments to West Point
Military Academy and the
Pentagon, it motivated Packer
to write “The Human Factor.”
This book is a fictional writing
that exposes its readers to an
inside view of a world of top-

secret, culvert, military operations at work among us.
Jack has extensive experience as a writer and in fact has
several unpublished books and
writings. “Commitment and
dedication is essential in accomplishing your dream, to publish
The Human Factor” was my
commitment to accomplish
what I started,” Packer said.
This statement rings true
with Jack who has spent two
years writing his current book
and plans to release one book
per year. Jack also accredits his
mother’s wit with motivating
him to complete “The Human
Factor”. In regards to being an
African-American publisher she
would say, “They can take
everything away from you but
they can’t take your brain.”
Jack, who was born in

Panama City, attended segregated Rosenwald High School and
graduated with the Class of
1967, where there were six
friends in the class who were
considered a class within the
class. All six now have become
successful in their various
endeavors.
Jack’s word to our youth
today is to find a job and be
committed and dedicated to
your dreams and or your
purpose in life. He agrees with
the statement that, “If you can
conceive it, you can achieve it.”
We look forward to the future
best-selling books from this
aspiring author.
To pre-order and/or receive
an invitation to the Invitation
Only book signing on June 20,
please call 727-470-5716.

50 Years Of Marriage
Deserves A Celebration

ST. PETERSBURG - Fred
and Carrie Hames celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary
at the St. Petersburg Country
Club on May 16, where over
250 guests, including members
of their original wedding party,
were in attendance. Friends
and family came from as far
away as Miami to share in the
festivities.
Fred and Carrie (Clemons)
Hame’s
children
happily
orchestrated and participated
in their parents’ 50th wedding
anniversary celebration. Fred
and Carrie were married in St.
Petersburg,
Florida
at
Traveler’s Rest Missionary
Baptist Church May 17, 1959.
Rev. Lattimore performed the
ceremony. They have been

blessed with five children:
Rodney Hames, Michille
Hames, Sharon Hames, Alicia
Hames-Perry (David) and
Aderiane
Hames-Lynch
(Orlando); 10 grandchildren:
Kayonte’, Jermeeco, Jeremy,
Christian, Cornelius, Brandon,
Karah, Keri, Kayla and
Kaylee; and 3 great grandchildren: Mariano, Kai, and
Kailiana.
Not only did this loving
couple nurture and build a
stable family they also bought
a Fat’s Domino Fried Chicken
franchise with two locations to
support the family.
They
owned the restaurants for
seven years. In 1976, Fred
became the first black Banquet
Manager at the St. Petersburg

Hilton and later the first black
Banquet Manager at the Don
CeSar Resort and Hotel. Fred
is currently employed at the
Hilton Clearwater Beach
serving more than 23 years.
Carrie
retired
from
Thermotech in 1999 after 23
years. His wife is a graduate of
Gibbs High class of 1959.
After retiring and having knee
surgery she traveled to
Canada, Paris, Rome and the
Greek Islands and has enjoyed
9 cruises.
The Hames were not able
to take a honeymoon 50 years
ago when they were married,
however this time around they
spent several days in Las
Vegas vacationing and honeymooning.

